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University at Buffalo’s UBC2C HOLLYWOOD Entertainment & Media Symposium Launches in Los Angeles 
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UBC2C HOLLYWOOD ENTERTAINMENT & MEDIA SYMPOSIUM ADDS VARIETY’S STEVEN GAYDOS AS KEYNOTE SPEAKER; OSCAR® AND EMMY® NOMINEE, PETER RIEGERT AS ACTING WORKSHOP PRESENTER

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKERS DIRECTOR LARRY COHEN, MADELYN HAMMOND, ALAN STEINBERG AND ALAN ZWEIBEL TO IMPART PERSONAL  INSIGHTS

Additional Guest Speakers Include Mitch Ackerman, Jody Kleinberg Biehl, Michael Dalling, Josh Dickey, Brian Fox, Carol Green, Madelyn Hammond, Richard Lawrence, Jesse Levine, Paul Palo, 

Steven Christopher Parker, Marcie Polier, Alfonse Ruggiero, Lee Sacks, Francis Specker, Michael Speier, Steve Sunshine, Eric Trules, Cynthia Wang and Warner Bros., Rossanna Wang, among others

BUFFALO, NY – June 24, 2009 – Students and the public have a unique opportunity to interact with well-known and long time entertainment industry professionals at the first-ever University at Buffalo  COAST TO COAST ENTERTAINMENT & MEDIA SYMPOSIUM (UBC2C HOLLYWOOD) to be held on JUNE 27- 28, 2009  at Writers Boot Camp, Santa Monica, California. UBC2C HOLLYWOOD is the first in a series of UB symposia in major markets intended to give the “next generation” opportunities to learn and network with industry professionals – UBC2C NEW YORK is slated for 2010 in New York City. 

The conference kicks off with Saturday workshops led by leading UB industry alumni in acting, directing, comedy writing, animation writing, stand-up comedy performance, vocal performance, magazine journalism, independent film marketing/production, and entertainment news media. A keynote by Steven Gaydos, Variety’s Executive Editor, Features, caps off the symposium on Sunday, following “Sunday Morning Mentoring Madness,” featuring marketing guru Madelyn Hammond and dozens of industry VIPs. Registrants include 42 UB students on scholarship to cultivate their learning experience beyond the campus.

Sponsors for UBC2C HOLLYWOOD include VarietyMediaCareers.com, Writers Boot Camp, Bergamot Station and Creative Handbook. Variety is hosting a special “Day at Variety” internship on Friday, June 26 for the symposiums entertainment news media and journalism students.
Keynote speaker Steven Gaydos, Variety’s Executive Editor, Features, is responsible for over 250 editorial reports a year in both Daily and Weekly Variety, producing territorial surveys, film and TV market and festival reports, genre studies as well as business-oriented personality and corporate profiles. An editor with Variety since 1994, Gaydos created and directs the “10 to Watch” program for Variety. From 2000-2005, Gaydos was international managing director of Variety, based in London and tasked with directing Variety’s editorial operations overseas. In 2005, Gaydos returned to Los Angeles and began directing the features department. Gaydos is a member of the Writers Guild of America, the British Academy of Film and Television Arts and the European Film Academy. Prior to joining Variety, Gaydos worked in Hollywood and Europe as a screenwriter. 

Oscar® and Emmy® Nominee Peter Riegert, UB ‘68 has joined the conference and will lead the Acting Workshop along with Linda Phillips Palo, UB ’75, ’72 and guest speaker Steven Christopher Parker (“ER,” “Rebound,” “Juno”) and Paul Palo, Emmy-nominated producer/director/documentarian and veteran casting director. Riegert has appeared in more than 30 films including “Local Hero,” "Animal House,” “The Mask,” and“Traffic”. He was nominated for an Emmy for his role in “Barbarians at the Gate,” for CBS and played Richard Nixon in the Emmy winning “Concealed Enemies” for CBS. He most recently was part of the award winning short,” The Response,” about Military Tribunals in Guantanamo which received the American Bar Association’s Silver Gavel Award. His directing debut began with the Academy Award nominated short,”By Courier,” and co/wrote and directed “King Of The Corner” with Gerald Shapiro, based on his short story collection, “Bad Jews And Other Stories.” 

Saturday writer, director, producer Larry Cohen will impart industry insights during “Guerrilla Filmmaking Meets the Mainstream” luncheon. That evening, multiple Emmy®-winning writer/producer Alan Zweibel and best-selling author and journalist Alan Steinberg, both UB alumni, will share their industry experiences in “The Two Alans Talk About the Ups and Downs of Their Careers in the So-Called ‘Arts.’  

Sunday, veteran marketing guru Madelyn Hammond’s “50 Things I Learned Along the Way: How to Swim with the Sharks and Not Get Eaten,” kicks off a “Sunday Morning Mentoring Madness” intensive, offering multiple small-group and one-on-one opportunities to network with dozens of industry VIPs.

Keynote Speaker: 

· Steven Gaydos, Variety Executive Editor

Special Guest Speakers:

· Larry Cohen, writer/director/producer (“Phone Booth,“ “Captivity,” “Cellular,” “Q,” “It’s Alive”)

· Madelyn Hammond, Owner/president, Madelyn Hammond & Associates; former Chief Marketing Officer and Associate Publisher, Variety

· Alan Steinberg, Best-selling author and journalist (NY Times, LA Times, Washington Post, “Red and Me: My Coach, My Lifelong Friend,” “Behind the Mask”)

· Alan Zweibel, Emmy® award-winning writer, producer  (“Saturday Night Live,” “Curb Your Enthusiasm,” “Monk” ““It’s Garry Shandling’s Show,” “Clothing Optional”) 

Workshop Presenters include (all UB alumni, alphabetically):

· Bobby Collins, Award-winning comedian and host (“A&E’s: An Evening at the Improv”) 

· Rosalind Jarrett, Screen Actor’s Guild Awards® Publicity Executive 

· Ted Kryczko, Walt Disney Records Grammy-winning VP of “A&R” catalog 

· Christine La Monte, Independent film producer and former studio marketing executive 

· Robert Lamoreaux, Annie Award nominated animation writer/producer (“Hey Arnold,” “SpongeBob SquarePants,” “Hi Hi Puffy AmiYumi”) 

· Rob Lieberman, Emmy and DGA-award winning director (“Table for Five,” “Dexter” “Brothers and Sisters”) 
· Linda Phillips Palo, Casting director (“The Virgin Suicides,” “The Rainmaker”) 

· Peter Riegert, Oscar® and Emmy® Nominated actor/director/producer (“The Mask,” “Local Hero,” “Animal House,” SAG Award® winner for “Traffic”) 
· Alan Steinberg, Best-selling author and journalist (NY Times, LA Times, Washington Post, “Red and Me: My Coach, My Lifelong Friend,” “Behind the Mask”)

· Alan Zweibel, Emmy® award-winning writer (“Saturday Night Live,” “Curb Your Enthusiasm,” “Monk” ““It’s Garry Shandling’s Show,” “Clothing Optional”) 

Guest Speakers include (alphabetically):

· Mitch Ackerman, Producer/owner, A Players Entertainment

· Jody Kleinberg Biehl, UB Journalism Certificate Program Director 
· Michael Dalling, Film Festival Consultant, Formerly EVP, Worldwide Film Marketing & Publicity, Rogers & Cowan

· Brian D. Fox, Owner/Principal, B.D. Fox & Friends
· Josh Dickey, Acting Entertainment Editor, Associated Press 
· Carol Green, Unit Publicist 
· Richard Lawrence, Owner/Principal, Rebel Entertainment Partners, Inc.
· Jesse Levine, Media and technology guru (Global ALL-MEDIA, Los Angeles Times and New York Times Syndicate)

· Steven Christopher Parker, Actor (”ER,” “Juno,” “Rebound”)

· Paul Palo, Emmy-nominated producer/director/documentarian and veteran casting director

· Marcie Polier, Founder and Chairman Emeritus of Nielsen EDI

· Alfonse Ruggiero, award-winning producer/writer/editor

· Lee Sacks, Principal/Owner, Lee Sacks Law

· Francis Specker, Entertainment, news and sports photojournalist
· Michael Speier, News Editor, TheWrap.com
· Steve Sunshine, Senior Producer, Extra
· Eric Trules, Associate Professor, USC; Documentary director/producer (“The Poet and the Con”) 
· Cynthia Wang, Assistant Editor, People Magazine

· Rossanna Wang, Vice President – Interactive Marketing, Warner Bros. Pictures Worlwide Marketing 
The Producers of UBC2C HOLLYWOOD are Workshop Presenters, Christine La Monte of La Monte Productions and Rosalind Jarrett, Executive in Charge of Publicity for the Screen Actors Guild Awards®, both UB alumna and members of the UB College of Arts & Sciences Dean’s Advisory Council. UBC2C is a presentation of the University at Buffalo College of Arts & Sciences.

For a complete list of workshop leaders, guest speakers and mentors with biographical background, visit www.ubc2c.com
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